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• Dress for Success • Donated Used Vehicles 
Learn to Earn • GED • Mentoring 
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and Youth 
Services 

• Child Care 
• After school 

• Summer 
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Occupying the 800 NE 
Madison site, Peoria 
Friendship House of 
Christian Service contin­
ues to offer programs to 
the community and min­
ister to the needs of 
Northside individuals 
and families in a facility 
dedicated for service in 1977. 

Incorporated in April of 1951, Friendship House 
began as a cooperative effort by the American Baptist 
Church and the local Council of Churches. 

Our first facility, a Quonset hut donated by Bradley 
University and dubbed "Operation Friendship House," 
generated community excitement and served as both 
missionary residence and recreation center. 

The Friendship House Board took a leap of faith in 
1957, securing the former Grace Presbyterian Church building at 800 NE Madison Avenue, 
acquiring ten times the amount of program space. By 1963, Friendship House of Christian 

Service had grown to serve nearly 150 families and 
provide 23,240 service contacts. 

The partnership of this inner city ministry 
included American Baptist, United Methodist 
Church, Disciples of Christ, the Presbytery of 
Peoria, and the Congregational-Christian 
Conference, providing the ecumenical base of sup­
port for Friendship House programs which contin­
ues today. 
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life-changing effect, providing economic 
stability, improved health care, educational 

Friendship House of • We serve a community which is: 
Christian Service is funded 91 % African-American 
by the Heart of Illinois 7% Hispanic 

2 % Asian, Caucasian or otherUnited Way, churches, indi­
viduals, grants andfounda­

• 80 % of our service area consists of individuals caring fortions, community support and 
families with an average annual income below $10,000 

fund raisers. The Annual
 
budget revenue for Fiscal
 • 50 % of the individuals receiving emergency assistance at 
Year 2001 is $555,511. Friendship House are functionally illiterate. 

Friendship House of Christian Service provides program 
activities for children and youth, emergency services to prevent 
homelessness, health services, and targets the provision of transi­
tional services to support individual economic opportunity. 

Our Donated Used Vehicle program has provid-~
 

ed over 150 vehicles to individuals returning to the _
 
work force. • •
 

. I The provi­
sion of transportation has a 

opportunities and family enrichment. 

Dress for Success Peoria, 
suiting over 200 women for inter­


view, has helped to provide employment for women and advancement
 
opportunities. The Dress for Success Peoria Professional Women's Group
 
deals with ongoing issues of employment while providing structure and
 
support for women entering the work force.
 

Dress for Success Peoria 
and "Friendship House, Too" 
Thrift Shop share our outreach 
facility at 603 NE Adams, meet­
ing the clothing needs of families 
as well as individuals. 

Learn To Earn, our 
GED program, neigh­
borhood ESL classes, 

and Computer Learning Center support our mission to provide 
transitional services for both men and women seeking to pro­
vide for themselves economically. Friendship House is pleased 
to provide bilingual programs to assist our Hispanic neighbors. 

Sponsoring the Retired 
and Senior Volunteer 
Program, Friendship 
House also serves 
neighborhood seniors 
through nutritional pro­
grams, health projects, 
and social opportunities. 
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The Emergency Services food pantry provided 38,000 meals to 
individuals in 2000 and handled over 18,000 requests for assistance: 
rent and utility payments help to deter homelessness; health and pre­
scription assistance to individuals facing life-threatening situations; 
and support for the needs of mothers and babies - promoting parent­
ing skills, providing diapers, formula, and layettes. 

Our neighbor­
hood is alive with 
young people who love 
to come to "The 
Friendship." We pro­
vide a summer camp 
for 200 children each 
summer - and scholarships for children whose par­
ents cannot afford the fee. 

Teens Today meets three times a week to 
provide support and a "place to belong." The 

Teens Today program includes mentoring, school 
support, field trips, community involvement and 
service, and arts appreciation opportunities. 

After School Program provides schoolwork sup­
port and tutoring in a positive, nurturing environ­
ment. The children experience a variety of enhance­
ment opportunities including music, dance, commu­
nity involvement, and mentoring. 

Friendship House of Christian Service is pleased 
to be a neighborhood site of the Methodist 
Community Health Center, meeting the need for 
quality medical care in our Northside Peoria area. 
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For over 50 years, Friendship House of Christian Service has 

provided churches, groups, and individuals with the opportunity to 
reach out and share with others. We continue to host ecumenical 

ministries and mission projects 
serving our neighborhood, 
families and individuals. 

Whether the need be the 
creation of a safe play area, 
some special TLC for a child 
or senior, or just a spring 
cleaning or 
maintenance 
project, central 

Illinois businesses, 
individuals and fami­
lies continue to sup­
port Friendship 
House programs with 
their time, talents, 
and resources. 

Friendship House of Christian Service approaches it's next fifty years of service to individuals 
and families in need with a desire to be fully funded to meet the challenge. 

Our 50th Anniversary Committee is blessed to have a group of community leaders, our 
"Blue Ribbon Anniversary Committee," willing to offer their expertise in reaching others with 
the Friendship House message. Together we strive to meet current and future program needs, as 
well as secure the "brick and mortar" requirements to allow for future growth. 

Friendship House of Christian Service has set a 50th Anniversary fund raising goal of 
$500,000 by year end 2001. We thank you for your faithful support. 

Dress for Success-Peoria Emergency Services Computer Lab and Technology 
• Additional full-time staff • Endowment for on-going sup­ • Computer lab for use by com­

member port munity classes, youth program, 
• Double weekly hours of 

operation to 48 hours 
• Purchase building to house 

Dress for Success-Peoria and 
Professional Womens Group 

• Purchase l2-seat van 
Youth Development 

• Provision of additional pro­
gram storage for food pantry/ 
infant needs and provision of 
rent, utility, and prescription 
drugs 

seniors, and job retraining. 
• Technology Services to expand 

internal tracking and reporting 
of data and to expand the inter­
nal capabilities of our account­
ing department 

• Two additional full-time youth 
program coordinators 

• Establishment of a Target 
School in coordination with 
District 150 

Building for Tomorrow 
• Property acquisition to ensure 

sustainable program growth 
and service to our 

• Purchase one 45 seat bus and Northside/Averyville area 

two 12 to 16 seat vans. 


